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TThhaannkkss ttoo OOuurr 
PPrroouudd SSppoonnssoorrss

wwwwww..ttddeecc..nneett//sswwmm//ooii ll

BBooaatt iinngg
Floating, canoeing and rafting constitute the major
attraction for both the Hiwassee and Ocoee Rivers.
Based on the International Scale of River Difficulty, the
rivers have Class I, II, III, IV and V rapids.  While both
locations are exceptional white water settings, users
should be aware that even placid looking streams are
potentially hazardous for those unskilled and unfamiliar
with the basic techniques of floating or water safety.
Coast guard approved, minimal type 3, life jackets are
required for all recreational activities along the stream
bed in the Ocoee and type 2 or 3 are required for boat-
ing/floating activities on the Hiwassee. Paddlers on the
Ocoee River should be 12 years of age, alcoholic bever-
ages are prohibited and glass bottles, aluminum cans
and styrofoam are prohibited on both rivers.  The
Hiwassee River flows through both private and public
lands and permission must be obtained prior to entry
for any purpose.

NNeeaarrbbyy AAttttrraaccttiioonnss
Fort Marr Blockhouse, Benton, TN  10 miles
Delano Daylilies, Etowah, TN  3 miles
L&N Depot & Railroad Museum, Etowah, TN  6 miles
Historic District of Reliance, Reliance, TN  7 miles

OOtthheerr NNeeaarrbbyy SSttaattee PPaarrkkss
Red Clay State Historic Park, 37 miles
Fort Loudoun State Historic Park, 34 miles

                                             



HHiiwwaasssseeee SSttaattee SScceenniicc RRiivveerr && OOccooeeee RRiivveerr
RReeccrreeaattiioonn AArreeaa 
These internationally-recognized white water sites are
well known for their scenic beauty and recreational
opportunities.  The Ocoee was the site of the canoe and
kayak slalom races for the 1996 Atlanta Olympics.  This
park offers many opportunities for the outdoor enthusi-
asts from rafting along the Ocoee to enjoying fishing for
trout in the Hiwassee River.

HHiissttoorriiccaall  ssiiggnniiff iiccaannccee
The Hiwassee River, included in the Tennessee Scenic
River System, extends from the North Carolina line and
turns west into Tennessee.   This river, named after a
Cherokee word meaning “a meadow place at the foot of
the hills,” drains over 750,000 acres of mostly forested
land.  

CCaammppiinngg
Gee Creek Campground, located at the Hiwassee Scenic
River site, has 47 primitive campsites all with tables, fire
rings, grills, amphitheater with electricity, horseshoe pits
and volley ball court.  A public water supply, and a bath-
house with hot showers serves the area.  A large overflow
camping area is also available. Additional campgrounds
are available on the Ocoee River operated by the U.S.
Forest Service.

FFiisshhiinngg 
The Hiwassee, known as a popular trout stream, also offers
anglers fine catches of bass, yellow perch, catfish, brown
and rainbow trout.  A 3 mile stretch of the Hiwassee River
from Big Ben parking area to Reliance offers trophy-sized
trout.  There is a 2 fish, 14 inch-size limit and artificial lures
are only allowed on this section.

HHiikkiinngg
Many miles of foot and horse trails meander through the
Hiwassee and Ocoee areas and Cherokee National Forest.  The
John Muir State Scenic Trail also crosses this region.  

PPllaannnneedd PPrrooggrraammss
Planned interpretative activities are offered year round.
Contact the park office for more information. 

PPiiccnniicc AArreeaass
Picnic areas are equipped with tables and grills and are
located along the Hiwassee and Ocoee rivers. They are
operated by state and federal agencies.

HHiiwwaasssseeee SSttaattee SScceenniicc RRiivveerr && OOccooeeee RRiivveerr RReeccrreeaattiioonn AArreeaa 

LLeeggeenndd
TTrroopphhyy TTrroouutt SSeeccttiioonn

TTNN DDeepptt..  ooff EEnnvv.. && CCoonnsseerrvvaattiioonn

UUSS FFoorreesstt SSeerrvviiccee

11..  OOffffiiccee//VViissiittoorr CCeenntteerr
22.. UUSS 441111  BBooaatt RRaammpp
33.. GGeeee CCrreeeekk CCaammppggrroouunndd
44.. QQuuiinnnn SSpprriinnggss FFiisshheerrmmaann''ss PPaarrkkiinngg
55.. IInnffoorrmmaattiioonn MMaapp
66.. QQuuiinnnn SSpprriinnggss CCaammppggrroouunndd && PPiiccnniicc AArreeaa
77.. TTaayylloorrss IIssllaanndd FFiisshheerrmmaann''ss PPaarrkkiinngg
88..  HHiiwwaasssseeee RRiivveerr PPiiccnniicc SSiittee
99.. RReell iiaannccee BBooaatt RRaammpp && PPiiccnniicc AArreeaa
1100.. CChhii llddeerrss CCrreeeekk PPaarrkkiinngg//JJoohhnn MMuuiirr          

TTrraaii llhheeaadd
1111 ..   BBiigg BBeenndd PPaarrkkiinngg//JJoohhnn MMuuiirr TTrraaii ll
1122..  TToowweeee CCrreeeekk AAcccceessss//RRaammpp && PPiiccnniicc AArreeaa
1133..   PPoowweerrhhoouussee AAcccceessss//RRaammpp

                                       


